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[n January 1992, the Alabama chisla{uru clmrgc(l the
lmpairccl Drivers Trust Fund (IDTF) and the IDTF
1'\(]\'isory Board with the 1‘cspunsil1ilil_\f of {aci]ilating a
C(nnpl'elmnsive system of services for Alabamians with
head and spinal cord injury. The Alabama Department
of Rc]ml)ilif_aliou Services (r‘\Dl\’S} was Llcsignatc[l to
disperse monies from the IDTF in accordance with criteria
established l)y the board. Thus, the m]\'ism'_\' hoard,

[IDTF committees, an(l ADRS implumcnlml systems and
pmcmlurcs to deliver services.

In 1993, the Legislature [m.-:-.-'u(l ACT 93-323 imposing
an additional fine of $100 on persons convicted of (lri\'in;
under the influence of alcohol or d rugs with pmcucds
allocated to the IDTF. These ]n'ucuunl:'i are used as payer
of last resort for costs of care pl'cwi(lutl to Alabamians who

survive neurotrauma with head or spinnl cord injury.
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The I mpafrec] Drivers Trust Fund
supports this /r'nkage system
as a collaborative partner.

Often puople with traumatic brain injury (TBI) and spiua]
cord injury (SCI) and their families cannot find solutions to
the many difficulties tlley are experiencing. The Alabama Head
and Spinal Cord Injury Registry (AHSCIR), created by Act
08-61 I, establishes a link between TBI and SCI survivors and
vital, valuable services.
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The AHSCIR requires that all l]O'~])1lﬂL in Alabama
report the names of individuals treated for TBI or SCI to
the Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH). The
Alabama Dcpar&mcnt of Rehabilitation Services (ADRS), in
]Jari.’nerslﬂp with ADPH, contacts the individuals whose names
have been submitted to the registry in an effort to connect
- _ _ them and their families to much-needed connnunity-l)asecl
Steve b}lwer Commi ion _ :. . : services. This Service LmLadp System facilitates the process as
AIa_bamd Dt_pa‘ '; « . ::. ation > 3 ;':f} - soon as ])0551])10 after 111(11\'1c1ual_ leave the ]wspitﬂ].

Survivors who sustain moderate and severe head or spinal
cord injuries are contacted l)y mail and given information
about the Service Lin]eagc System. —]—ll(,\’ may c call a toll-free
number and spea]e with the service system LO()I(]]I}?ILOI who
can p.l.'ovi(le assistance in accessing a variely of services and
information. Individuals are linked to resources based on their
spuci[:ic needs. The service system coordinator is also available
to provicle TBI- and SCl-related information and resources to

pro[cssimml's and service pl'ovi(lers.

Dcvulopmcn& of the AHSCIR and Service Linleag‘c System
demonstrates how effective collaboration and coordination
of resources among state agencies, private and pu}}lic
organizations, and partners can improve the system of care in
j\lﬂ]'}ﬂ[l"lﬂ 'F(Jl' PL‘(_)P]L‘ \\’]1(_) I'lﬂve experiel]ce(l l'lCaL] 311(1/()1' Spil]ﬂI

cord injury.

* 58,363 traumatic injuries were reportecl from

January 1998 tlarougll November 2007
Of tlmsc, 2,586 were head or spinal cord injuries

e 23.8 percent of head or spinal cord injuries

were sustained lny [5- to 2-4—},!06.1‘-0[(15

. lnjuries in the 15- to 24—_vear—01(1 group result

Semce Llnleage SyStem in several vears of lost pmductiviLy an(f a (lramatic
. f‘ o increase in the cost of care.
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Service Components

'f'/n'ouq/r fum{" p)‘orfa]m{ by the IDTF, pu,r]rc programs were created and ;mp/cmenfec/
to aa/a(u sS [/w n..eda o/ peoplt_ uri]? TRI amJ SC1. [/?L\L programs u:;u]h.c/ n flie fo//oumj services:

Helpline - 695 callers received immediate information

The Alabama Head Injury Foundation’s toll-free Helpline, 1-800-433-8002, proviclecl immediate

information to 695 callers. Requests for information were also followed up on locaily with referrals as

necessary.

RCSOUI’CC COOl‘(].iﬂEltiOl‘l = 1,(—)()() consu n'lCl'S/l"Ell'l]i]iCS S(.‘I'VC(].

¢ This service coordination program 1]01[)(.‘([ 1,699 consumers and their families find and implenlent the

coordinated, conununit_\f—l)aso(l assistance they needed.
* S5621,364 in local donated and discounted g’oo(ls/scrviccs were secured for clients.

Interactive Communitv-Bascd 1\'10(101 (ICBI\I) - 218 transitions {rorn llosnita] to community

Tln’oug‘]u the efforts of this ri\'c-p!msctl rehabilitation program, 218 consumers transitioned from the

llospitn] to I‘IOITIC and the community.

Statc D{ i\lal)mna Iuclcnenclcnt Living’ (S/\[l_) SCI’ViCC = 4‘03 consumers servecl

SAIL provided personal assistance and support services to 403
l P = E g 1 1 : CO]]SI‘I]]]CI'S SCI‘\’C(]: 4()3

consumers and their ‘L’H]ll]l(.:-, cnn])lmg them to remain as 3yl 62 C

o 1 11 Birmingham - 62 Decatur - 39

mc el)ellc crlt as I)()S“:l dle. [)()l.]].ﬂ‘l'l = 3[) r\llI]iSf.()ll = ()()
Montgomery - 81 Mobile - 53

Tuscaloosa - 48

EXtC]’l(].e(]. support - 23 consumers l'CCCi\'C(l i()l)-SLl‘DDOl‘t assistance

T]ll‘Ollgll ]ol) related su pport services, 23 consumers were given needed assistance to llelp them maintain

their ]ol)a

Respite care - 47 families served (IBI-33. SCI-10 TBI/SCI - 4)

Services were prov rided to 47 families g, 1ulu.wmg them of the around-the-clock responstlnlﬂ;le: of caring

for a family member. More than 3,600 hours of in-home care was provided.

Housing‘ assistance = 3 consumers SCl'VC(I. (TI%I = ] g SCI = 2)

TlllH Pl()i'-‘lﬂl'l'l ]1(.,[1)0(]. l]llC‘C consumers in l]l()LC;':UlO Z!I)pll(_ﬂll()HH f()l llOu:lllg aaal-tance Elﬂ(l imn

nnpicmentmo approv red El(.LLb:-]l)lIl[\ modification or structural repairs to their homes.

Recreation - 97 persons witl] TBI/SCI an(l voluntecrs att‘cn(lc(l camp

Ninety-seven persons with TBI or SCI and volunteers enjoy red recreation ])v atteu(llno camp, with
45 attul(lln spring session and 52 al[cnclmg summer session. In ar.l(lltmn, Small Place: clav programs

provulccl 3,3 14 units of service 1111()11-:-]1 cmlll locations across the state.
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